
Pregame 
Communication: 

• Partners/Players/Coaches/Table 
o Listen prior to responding 

• Professional 
o Dignity and respect 
o Partner Call, Partner Respond 

• Body language versus word choices 
• Use your voice regularly 

o Players/Partners 

Coverage: 

• Owning primaries 
• Trusting partners vs. Crew savers 
• Accepting Plays- Shoulders 
• Adjust to officiate matchups 
• Double Whistles (Intersections) 

o Blow and Hold 
• Dead ball officiating 

o Remain engaged 
o Walk teams to huddles 

Consistent: 

• Ready from the start 
• Allow plays to start, develop, finish 
• Anticipate plays, Not calls 
• 10-1-4 
• Similar plays, similar calls 
• Incidental versus Illegal (Officiate the defense) 

o Don’t penalize legal defense  
o Don’t reward offensive initiated contact 

• Remain engaged 
• Bench decorum 



Presentation: 

• Whistles 
• Hustle 
• Effort 
• Attitude 
• Calming presence 
• Mechanics 
• CONFIDENTALLY IN CONTROL 

 

Additional items for less experienced officials 

• Court diagrams 
• Free throw coverages 
• Press coverage 
• Illegal vs. Incidental 
• Responsibilities on fouls/violations 

o Calling vs non-calling officials 


