
   Grinnell rode a 30-point outburst in the second quarter to its most important victory to 
date. 
    
One more would be even bigger. 
    
The third-ranked Tigers had the game well in hand by halftime and rolled past No. 9 Le Mars 
68-47 to earn a berth in the Class 4A championship game. It's the first trip to the finals for 
Grinnell, which had never played in the state tournament until making the field last year. 
    
Grinnell trailed 13-12 after one quarter and was not looking like the smooth offensive 
machine it had been for most of the season. Then the Tigers got rolling and Le Mars had 
no answer. 
   
 They scored in just about every way possible -- 3-pointers and old-fashioned three-point 
plays, off steals and drives to the basket, on putbacks and post-up moves. The half ended 
with Grinnell ahead 42-22 and the Tigers went on to lead by as many as 28 before both 
teams finished the game with reserves. 
    
Next up for Grinnell is the team's stiffest challenge of the season -- a date with No. 1 Marion 
in the title game at 8 p.m. Friday. Grinnell is 23-2, with both losses to Class 5A tournament 
qualifier Indianola.  
    
Sierra Durr enjoyed her second big game of the tournament for the Tigers, scoring 23 points 
on 9-for-14 shooting and grabbing seven rebounds. A 6-foot senior who'll play at Columbia 
University next season, Durr had 24 points and 17 rebounds in a first-round victory over 
Mason City. She's now shooting 71.4 percent for the tournament -- 20 of 28. 
    
Naomi Jackson added 18 points and six assists for Grinnell and Macy Harris scored 15. 
    
Le Mars also made the tournament for the first time and posted a memorable upset of 
previously unbeaten Lewis Central in the first round. Madison Dreckman had 11 points and 
seven rebounds and Jenn Schneider scored 10 for the Bulldogs, who finished 18-7. 
  
 


